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Hello Curtis,
Thank you for agreeing to let us interview you for PaperBound. We absolutely loved reading Wyrdwood! Please answer each question as freely as you like. Your answers will be published in Q&A format. Thanks so much for taking the time to reply. 
With best wishes from the team at PaperBound.

1. Could you give us a brief introduction to your new novel, Wyrdwood, and the inspiration behind it?

Wyrdwood is perhaps best described as a folk horror for middle grade and young adult audiences, a Grimm Brothers fairy tale for the Stranger Things crowd. 
Something strange is happening in Merryweather-by-the-Sea.
Whispers in the playground abound – a spring-heeled phantom haunts the edge of the Wyrdwood, the ancient forest which surrounds the sleepy coastal town. But the Twig Man is the least of Kiki Harper’s concerns.
Returning home for the holidays, Kiki discovers a peculiar woman has moved into her family home, having stolen everybody’s hearts. Who is the beautiful Fay – and could Kiki's family really be bewitched?

The story is inspired by my trips to the Isle of Man as a child – I always felt the island felt a little “lost in time”, quite magical compared to the mainland UK and Ireland.

2. We are led through the story by multiple characters, the residents of Merryweather. As we see the town through so many perspectives, we get a real sense of place. Was this difficult to achieve? And did you have a favourite character to write?
I wanted to populate Merryweather with a host of characters, young and old, that each felt like it had its own story to tell, and secret to stay hidden. 
I lived for a while in a rural location in the UK, on the edge of the North Yorkshire Moors, a village with maybe a hundred houses. Some of those experiences undoubtedly bleed into Wyrdwood, where everyone knows each other’s business.
Favourite character? Gosh, there are a few. I honestly can’t pick one, but I do love the Campbells who live in the lighthouse – now there’s a family who have a heck of a lot of secrets…

3. Can you tell us a little about creating and developing the myths and legends that surround Merryweather and the Wyrdwood, and the ‘Old Ways’ that are mentioned in the book?
There are elements of traditional folklore and legend in the books, but I’ve hopefully created my own mythology along the way. The Old Ways are the ceremonies and traditions that the first families honoured way back in the day when Merryweather was first founded. It’s not too much of a spoiler to tell you that a pact was agreed between the humans and the Wyrds of the Woods. A long time has passed since that agreement was made though, and many of the locals in Merryweather have forgotten their oaths. However, the forest doesn’t forget…

4. Wyrdwood has been compared to authors like Stephen King and, with its clever weaving narratives and compelling dark atmosphere, we can totally see why. How do you feel about this comparison, and are there any other authors you admire? 

I guess the books of Stephen King have had an influence on me, as many of his stories take place in small towns in New England, such as Castle Rock and Derry, and Merryweather certainly shares that vibe. King is a master at creating living, breathing communities in his stories, characters who you may not like but you totally believe in. That’s my challenge in Wyrdwood, and hopefully I’ve achieved it.
I’m a big fan of Mike Flanagan’s Midnight Mass show, but again, that draws a heavy influence from King’s Salem’s Lot. I should probably add that Wyrdwood was first conceived over twenty years ago, when I first took a run at writing a novel. It didn’t get picked up back then, but it was a super lesson for me in what it took to write a novel. I subsequently worked on my craft, wrote a different novel (Wereworld: Rise of the Wolf which has recently been adapted into the Wolf King animated series on Netflix), but my Wyrdwood story never went away. 
It simmered. Stewed. Festered…
I returned to my old manuscript a couple of years ago with a fresh take and a lot more writing experience under my belt and let rip. It’s been a delight to revisit Merryweather and tell this tale.

5. What are your top three writing tips for anyone interested in writing horror, or stories with a dark edge?
I think you find your own way as an author, and it’s directly informed by what you’re exposed to. So definitely read, experience and enjoy the genre for starters – I loved watching Dr Who as a kid (scared me witless), and would read whatever scary books I could find at my local library.
Keep a notebook to track your ideas, and get in the habit of writing frequently, even if it’s only a little. Getting better at writing is like anything – practice makes perfect. The more you do it, the better you’ll become.
And think about what scares or disturbs YOU. Put yourself in the role of the protagonist – or the victim – in your scary story. What is it that gives you the willies in the middle of the night? What’s your worst nightmare? Pull that into your story, draw on experience and it will be that bit more believable – and frightening – for the reader.

6. Are you able to share what you’re currently working on, or any other writing news?
Well, I’ve just finished writing a historic fantasy horror (three genres there for the price of one!) set on the Shetland Islands at the times of the Vikings invasion of the British Isles. That will be the next novel to be published after Wyrdwood. 
And presently? I’m working on another return visit to Merryweather-by-the-Sea. That’s right – you haven’t heard the last from the Wyrdwood…

Optional: create a writing prompt based on your book.
You wake up in the dead of night to the sound of thumping. You screw your fists into your eyes, squinting through the gloom. There’s a box, in the middle of the floor, shrouded by shadows. There’s that sound again. Thump. Thump. Thump…
What’s in the box? What is causing the thumping?


· When was/is your book released? Who is the publisher? Where is it available (countries) at the moment/ near future? 

Wyrdwood is published on 2nd October 2025 by Fox and Ink Books. It’s available in all English speaking territories.

· Are you happy for us to promote your interview on social media. If so, could you let us know your social media handles so we can include you in these posts? 

Absolutely. 
Twitter: @curtisjobling
Instagram: @curtis.jobling

Do please tag and mention me and I shall share accordingly on my platforms.


If possible, could you also please include a brief bio (just a couple sentences to introduce you and any previous books you may have written/ websites/ social media etc.) along with an author image/s, an image of your book and any other relevant images you are happy for us to include in this issue (the images can be attached to the email separately).

Curtis Jobling is an acclaimed author, illustrator and animation creator, having designed and conceived BBC shows such as the BAFTA-winning Bob the Builder and Raa Raa the Noisy Lion. His books for older audiences include the Wereworld series of fantasy horror novels which have sold over a million copies worldwide. Now adapted into a major animated series. Wolf King can be seen on Netflix.

Thank you!
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