
Discussion Questions - Extract 1

Extract taken from Chapter Four of Silverbrook: Yumna and the Golden Horse by
Yasmin Abdel-Magied.

Text © Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 2026 Illustration © Arianna Belucci, 2026

• How did Sadeeqa react when she saw the horse? Give details from the text.
• The narrator asks, “Was it a dream, or a hallucination?” Why might the
author include that question here? What does it tell us about Yumna’s state
of mind?

• The horse is described as “glowing” and “otherworldly,” but its eyes are
“wild” and it is “foaming.” What does this mixture of images make you feel
about the horse — friend, enemy, or something else?

• Why does Yumna decide to edge closer to the horse even though she is
scared? What does that show about her character?

• Have you ever felt both excited and frightened at the same time, like Yumna?
• Do you think Yumna made the right choice trying to calm the horse?
Why or why not?
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